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• Changing the law to help charities amend their governing documents more easily with 

Charity Commission oversight where appropriate.

• Giving charities more flexibility to obtain tailored advice when they sell land and removing 

unnecessary administrative burdens.

• Removing requirement for Commission authorisation for smaller ex gratia payments.

• Increasing flexibility for charities to use their permanent endowment.
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• The criteria for Charity Commission consent for changing charitable objects 
will be more consistent across different types of charities. This should reduce 
potential confusion in the sector, thereby benefitting trustees who may not 
have access to professional advisers and encouraging better administration of 
charities.

• The current regime for (most) unincorporated charities to change their 
charitable objects may be considered inflexible, requiring the trustees to 
identify a cy-près occasion before the charitable objects can be changed as 
set out in section 62 of the Charities Act 2011. If the trustees fail to identify a 
suitable cy-près occasion, then the objects cannot be changed. This is unduly 
limited and inconsistent with regimes for other charitable legal structures.
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• pplies to a charity if—
• (a) its gross income in its last financial year did not exceed £10,000,

• (b) it does not hold any designated land, and

• (c) it is not a company or other body corporate.

• The charity trustees of such a charity may resolve for the purposes of this section that the 
trusts of the charity should be modified by replacing all or any of the purposes of the charity 
with other purposes specified in the resolution.

• But the charity trustees of a charity do not have power to pass a resolution under subsection 
(2) unless they are satisfied—

• (a) that it is expedient in the interests of the charity for the purposes in question to be 
replaced, and

• (b) that, so far as is reasonably practicable, the new purposes consist of or include purposes 
that are similar in character to those that are to be replaced.



• Any resolution under subsection (2) must be passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds 
of the charity trustees who vote on the resolution.

• (6) Where charity trustees have passed a resolution under subsection (2), they must send a 
copy of it to the Commission, together with a statement of their reasons for passing it.

Section 276

• Having received the copy of the resolution under section 275(6), the Commission may direct 
the charity trustees to give public notice of the resolution in such manner as is specified in the 
direction…

• …and may also direct the charity trustees to provide the Commission with additional 
information or explanations.



Section 277

• Subject to section 278 (ie where the Commission objects), a resolution under section 275(2) 
takes effect at the end of the period of 60 days beginning with the date on which the copy of it 
was received by the Commission.
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